
FRANCISCAN FRIARS 

42 SCIARAPPA STREET CAMBRIDGE, MA 02141-1287 

T 01. 876-6754 F .. , 876-6753 

April 15, 2004 

His Excellency 
Sean P. O'Malley 
Archbishop of Boston, O,F M" Cap, 
2 I 2 I Commonwealth Avenue 
Brighton, MA 02135-3193 

Dear Archbishop O'Malley: 

In compliance with the wishes of Bishop Richard G. Lennon, I am submitting the 
following reasons why I believe the parish of St. Francis of Assisi, East Cambridge, 
should remain open to the community. Supporting documentation regarding the 
demographics of East Cambridge was previously submitted during our Cluster Meetings. 
Due to Bishop Lennon's request to limit the response to two pages, I am omitting the 
additional documentation but will forward upon request. The following addresses the 
demographic and growing needs of our community. 

I. The demographics and census information for the City of Cambridge indicate 
that housing costs have been on the rise. In order to meet the needs of 
families in the East Cambridge Neighborhood, two projects are underway: 

The first project is for affordable housing on the Comer of Second and 
Cambridge Streets, for 200 units. 

The second project of great magnitude is North Point. This will be located 
at the intersection of First, Cambridge and O'Brien Highway. The project 
will be home to 5,000 housing and retail shopping units slated for 
construction when the T Lechmere Station is moved. 

Currently, East Cambridge houses three new hotels and additional hotels 
located within walking distance from our parish. The close proximity and 
location of the Church on a main street allows visitors to attend services 
on Sunday and Holy Days. Our Chapel is open from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. Daily Mass is celebrated at 7:00 a.m. allowing parishioners and 
workers in the area to start their day with prayer. A 12:10 p.m. Mass is 



celebrated on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, Tuesday Mass is followed by St. 
Anthony Novena. 

Our Parish is geographically located in a business area of the city serving 
the needs of many working people. The employees of Middlesex County 
Court Houses visit the Church on a regular basis. In addition to court 
personnel, staff from businesses and industries in the area uses the Church. 
The 12:10 P.M. Mass allows parishioners and workers the availability to 
attend services. 

When 911 occurred, the Church opened its doors to all workers in the 
community. As a result of911, AA was no longer allowed to use the 
Court House facility to house its groups. St. Francis is now the host site 
for AA Meetings. In the past, St. Francis housed the Youth Center until 
its new location was built. In the future, St. Francis will find open its 
doors to meet the needs of its changing community. Discussion of a child 
care or recreation center has taken place. 

Our current parishioners often depend on the needs of an Italian Speaking 
Priest. We are blessed with Franciscan Friars enabling us to provide 
language services. Many of our parishioners are elderly and depend on 
our services for social stimulation. There is an 8 a.m. Sunday Mass in 
Italian for our Italian parishioners. 

Currently, we host a weekly neighborhood macaroni and meat ball dinner 
followed by bingo open to the entire neighborhood. There are additional 
Italian Religious and Social Clubs who return to the Church annually to 
help celebrate their heritage and tradition. 

Fraternally yours, 

Fr. Norbet De Amato, O.F.M. 
Pastor 


